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Kitchen designer Lois Kennedy
applies historical connections to
three outstanding kitchens

Kitchens in
context

By Heather C. Jackson

With a family background in building and archi-
tecture plus a degree in fine art, Lois Kennedy
foumnd that kitchen l:]r\.i].::l'l wis the ]H'I:|L'l:| Com
hination of her skills. Often the most complicar-
ed room 1o design, the kitchen calls on both
techmical and artistic abilities o make every-

thing come together. When approaching a proj-
ect that has historical origins, Kennedy looks
toward a home’s exterior architeciure for guid-
ance, As the !':'”'”'"'1".1-'- three kitchens show, it is
E:Il.lhhi.hl.l.' 1o embrace ||i.~.||:|:|i1;|| |:|1'\.i1_!||| "n.'ill'lill o]
2lst-century lifesiyle,

Kikehen Devigns: Loks Kennedy, CRID,
Farifolio Kitchens, Yienna, Virginia
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A Victorian Farmhouse

Ihe exterior of this \.i:lt|||'||- "n.'i|Hir|i,| Farmbioanse belies
the HI.IIIE!I.'IH insicde. The Victonan-era ,||'|1i|||||;- -
mishings that (il the home influenced Lois Kennedy's
mnavative approach w the kivchen,

A traditional rmhouse would have had a func-
tiomal but stark servants’ kitchen: Kennedy, however,
respomiched o the client's desire for a more fumished
ik, E':'IQIH-.1|::|HI S iale -:'|l:'hi;..:|| clements in the
kitchen came from the clegani antigue furnishings
fomand im osther rooms, many of them o iginal 1o thie
house, which was built in the mid-1 5000

\pplving  these  Vicworian  design elemenis,
hennedy gave the Eitchen more personaliy with
warm colors aned interesting architeciural accents,
including detailed mouldings, while miginiAining a
|Ii;.,"|'| level of functionalire. The skand 15 a prep arca
with refngerated drawers, and a hutch serves as a
breakfast bar. Premier Custom Cabinets, which bailt
the cabinewry throughowt the kitchen, reproduced
the hutch, designed by Benmnedy froom an antique piece

As an artstic foscal ||-l:|i||| (TN} | ||||;' TOROITL, A I
Rennedy designed for the homeowner based on the
“Tree of Life” is displaved over the range. “The
woman who owns this house loves and treasares Infe,”
abie savs, A volunteer with the Animal Rescue I__q-.|;_:1||_-_
she has comverted the bsement of the armbogse
inte a facility for the care and rehabilitation of
abused and pegleceed animals. She is also an avid
organec gardener, and it was the family’s desire o pre-
serve the land that led them w buy the propeny,
which is kept as a working Buan, Painted and fired by
i loscal artist, the mosaic seemed “the ||J.;|'|I ks Bor a
wiarman who coninbuies io the wholeness of the carth

and life,” muses Kennedy,
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T he fres al the kifchen calimels, |'.'II|."I_'|' with alefaaids fr dhe
mroiclidiigs and hardware, rflect the Viclorian furmiiuee

_I'-"ll.-'ll thrmughoud the home,
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Hich Mediterranean
Buily i 1907 by a Flemish archiitect, the 2005 NS0
Designers’ Show House came with a stromg person-
ality that Rennedy explored without restriction in
the Kitchen

1 howd been wanting to do something in a
Mediterranean sivle For a bong tme,” Kennedy sos
P ||p'||- ofien recodl with memories of the POOTEY CONh
v 1'.1-:'|';.i1r'l TARFEAR of the= .lslh._ ||-'_|I ||||_' =15 .!I' ||.-\.-. I'\-\.'I'II
making a new emergence and this Baroguestyle homse

bent el well 1o the dark Anishes, e arming andd

merizl accenis ch:

kennedy used stunning fimishes that enhanced the

uwk thee

beaury of the oak, countering concerns alw
room being Two dark.” "People had no idea oak
could he this qll1L:l:'l:-l|\._‘ shie wavs. An arch dewad] from
thie extenior of the house shows II|| in il aceful curves
abowvie the stove and on the cabinets, along with bars
lev vwist trning, a distinctvely Barogue detaal,

Metal makes an appearance in the bronge range
b aned the ||.|II||-|||-|=,:|'||. hlllll:'.".l-llllll ITEETI €510 the
cabinetry, The countertops of mstic antique stomne
were brushed o ||1-.4I'u| e i softer ook, and bnck
shapes cul from granite were stacked for the back
splash by Marblex owner, Mete Yilmaz,

I'\r':1l'l|'||'|. |i.|'-.||_:r||_'|| £ |.|||i:.|||-|' i-..!||||;:| |l\.i||| i '||||..I|-
b=l svsiemn ithai Teatures IH'II'.I.IIII'Hl COVLITNER Space
tor arge cutting boards, and two sinks, | hese fune
tiomal feamires were iImmensely perpular wath visitors,
With an adpoined seating area, four or more people
can all be o II-:Il,JIIIllLl' '\.|I|||||i||I_; APEEENECTE OF Jusl -
primg wine together. “Sometimes its difheuls (o sell an
idea 1o & client if they haven't seen it done before,
shie @dds, with the sansfaction of has I Aeein Der

pleas ]\.llrllil'.. [ | |'|:-I-|'-c‘|
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Formal dignity
Clhssic colonial architeciure defined the kivchen of
this remodeled home. Originally built during the
19%0s, the home's extenior is disciplimed amd with
Georgian-stde Colonial details, This understated ele-
EAMCE Was o arricd it the Gumilv-focpsed kitchen,
As before, Rennedy approached the kitchen with
thie cesign elemenis that defined the homes exierion
ane furmishings, Instead of the small, functional
kitchen that would have orginally been buil, this
roomn was designed o rellect the stanely namure of the
rest of the living spaces. As a cemiral living space, it is
as pretry as the living room inits details.

“Evervone congregates in the kitchen, no mater
how large or small,” emphasizes Kennedy, For this
kitchen, evervone primarily included four children,
who would all gather vogether in one space. This
Browght absout the Lige, roomy island,

The pericd details that enhance the room are all
simple, unfussy archivectural feaures, Kevstone arch-
es highlight the range hood and wp off the window
over the smk. These and other deils are in absoluwe
adherence o the charcter of the howse, The final
result is an interesting bat disciplined room, clean
and understated, dedicated w the formality of the
home, Even the evervday appliances that have to stay
on the counters are ucked into 2 neok beoveen the
relrigerators, The homeowner wanted the counters
completely uncluttered and very organieed. Much

like the :ll'!.{.l.l'li.fl:'l:l. tailored exterior of the home, €

RESOURCES

Inkeriors; Jube Boosy, The Gronda Finols, Adingion, 4
'Eul:ﬂrrﬂr:r: Py shewri Beak b Pl B sl PR

Clean, diverplinad Iines diclale the architectiere of this clauis
Colonial (above). Thew v folloe through to the kitoken,
refuicdy cedebraates areitertinirad detarli bl ||1|l.|r|l.l|'.-j.lr_|r'|l.-J_|r i
siructirad formality (right).
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