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DESIGNING MORE THAN A
FAMILY KITCHEN

A Place For Everything

KITCHEN DESIGHM Lols Kennedy, CED, Portfolio Kitchens, Vienna, VA
BUILDER William Hayes, Hayes Construction Cosparafion, Fort Vallay, VA
TEXT Barbara Karh, Chavy Chase, MD
PHOTOGRAPHY Diane Turrell, DDH Design, Fairfax, VA

T:L'I-:-e.: A |'||.|:1.I1_, I':ml.iI:, with twelve-year-odd Iwin in Vienna, Virginia, “The thing that makes most kit-
bows and just imagine all the stuff that comes in chens an extremely cluttered place w hve and work and
thie d-_‘uu‘—h-.}ukp;j-:kh from schiool. Spu0rts ;-quip- mave, i nod what |:|;||:||1.|_-||~.. 0oF 1% hll.|1|'|ll|hl1| [[1] |'|:||1|'u.'||| n
ment, mud. Typically, this all is dropped in the kitchen, the kitchen, it’s all the other junk that isn't planned for
cluttering up the space where Mother likes 1o cook, “1 that ends up im the Kitchen: homework, artwork,
think one of the secrets to the suceess of this space is newspaper, the mail. And it’s nod only the Kids, but also
in all of the spaces leading into the kitchen—how to the parents with their bricfeases and parses.”

deal with all of the cluiter that ends up in the kichen,™ The Connells imerviewed several kitchen designers

says designer Lois Kennedy, owner of Portfolio Kichens when they decided o turm thewr two car garage o i



IR

could picture in my mind and sed a regular

ATy Connell. AHUY L e r Laods Kennedy drew from
“Designers talk of all these nifty spaces 1o preparne =t o] def; o this o Kiecd
food, but po one thinks about what to do abouwt all this
cluner that s im0 the kitchen, We tackled that,”
: M=, Kennedy, “We designed a family entrance:




ABOYE: A gem of a desagn concepl. emphasizing safery as well as
convemenee amnd funcibon. is a snack oren for the children with bualt
in storage for bottled water, & microwave, snack food and dishes
This keeps children away from B pols being moved lrom the
i q.lLl:l"-Fl i Ehee sk and casserole dishes comang from ihe oven

immedintely inside the door is a bank of locker sivle
cabinets for cach family member. Opposite, there are
hiooks on the wall for more jackets, hats and scarves,
50 things aren’t dropped on the Noor—and Kids will
hang things on a ook, There is a bench and under the
bench are decp storage drawers for o backpack or
briefcase or that type of thing. There is also a powder
room, and a huge bulletin board, where family
schiedules or motices of special events can be posted,
and children can also display their anwork.”

In the kiichen proper, Ml [{L‘II.I!L'!.I!- was faced with
an enormous square footage devoird of any archi-
tectural cmhancements. She designed “this focal
anchor of two consecutive double arches that
dominaes this sprawling space. i gives the room
wonderful architectural strength. Otherwise 1t woald
be sort of lackluster. Ms. Connells 1agie i2 very warm,
VETY IIJ'h.l.ii.'. COniry casial, laid back. These arches
give the room classical strength. Otherwise it would
viser off into the realm of oo cwe,™

But function reigns, Ms, Kennedy designed a snack
arca fior the kids. "l want one par of my Kitchen 1o be
very kid fmiendly,” says Ms, Connell, Scalding liquids
ared sharpr knives are all a part of food preparation, so
providing a special arca for the children reigns high in
houschold risk management. Ms. kennedy also
designed special cabanetry in this arca o house the
large water bottle. “It was s0 ugly, sitting there in the
kitchen on a stand,” recalls Ms. Connell, "Bt s the
witker wie dnnk.” Problem solved

And there 15 a baking center. I wanted a place
where | could have all my baking thangs. IUs just
amazing. I have this nice long countenop; and then
you open these two doors underneath, and it has two
nice heavy=dury drawers that you poll owt for all my
baking bowls and special pans. And right above is this
wide drower where [ have the scissors and rolling pin
and things like that. When [ am baking, everything 15
right there.”




Ms. Connell also wanted an island cookiop with
nothing hanging above i, no pan rack, no hood, no

uiensils in a crock on the coumer. She likes everything
put away, out of sight, but handy, The solution: a
cookiop with the concealed exhanst rising ap from the
back when needed and lowenng into the cabinetry
when it is not used, a wide drawer for utensils and
adjustable roll-out drawers behind doors for storage of
priols and pans,

ABOVE: Columns and arches break up the large space in this

knichen. " Dao Dnishes were uscd on the calinelry and we had
n Al pasnt thos wonderful misie, oak leal

A feux aEnist coame
WINE EroHm pe | going =l sroumd the knichen, I0s a very
inleresting detail thal pulls this whole big space together,”
caplams knchon despgner Lois Kennedy



A discreet cleanup center with a
dishwasher in the dining room per-
mits dishes o be placed gquickly,
cleared from the table, washed, and
then put back into the cibinetry—no
trips back and forh w the kichen
with dirty dishes, then clean dishes,

Az part of a whole house reno-
vation, the kitchen leaves wvisitors
spellbound. Mo wonder this house
won first place for Hayes Con-
struction in the NARI (Mational
Association of the Remodeling
Industry) Contractor of the Year
Award for Entire House Remodeling
for the Southeast Begion (Maryland
through Florida) caegory.

SOURGES

FAMLY ENTRANCE
Calbingiry: Provsgr Custom Budl, [nc,
W Holland, P4
Flogring: Jd T, Vienina W4

Fier Firashing: GablbaMullssy Slodios,
Washingion, W

KITCHEN
Cabingdry: Provgr Cusiom Buill, ing.,

Voo Hizilind, P
Courtarions: Concrete Jngle, S Spring, MO
Riskigerator: SubZiva

Overs and Cooklop: Dassr

[shwasher: Mada

Bsdand Sk Concrede Jngle, Siver Spang, MD
Faux Finihing: (Rabhay Mulany Siudios,
Washingion. 14

Table and Chakrs: Franch Counlry Liing,
Girpal Falls, W4

VNG ROC
Cahénatry: Pramisr Cosiom Bl b,

Mew Holland, FH
Counleriops; Granfe by barble Source, Linimied,
Annapola Juncton. MO

Wall Mural: GabbayMullany Siudkos,
Viiashinglon, b4

RIGHT: “In the dining ropem, we built &
clean-up area compleic with o dishwasher
Storage cabinets are for dishes that are
wedl here; so they go 1o the able, oo the
dishwasher amd back mio b cabimeis
withoat ever having o leave the dining
room. I's another way of keeping a bot of
clumer out of the kicchen,” says kilchen
desipner Lots Kemnedy of Ponfiolio Kichens.
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