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A CAREFUL REMODEL REMAINS

AS SENSITIVE TO THE HOUSE' S
MNECH_LASSICAL ROOTS AS IT

1O TS NEIGHBORHOOD.

BY WENDY ANN LARSON

FHUTOLHAFHY BY KENMETH M. WYNER

HIS GRACIOUS, 19308 COLONIAL put its best
face Forward, But ils ovwmers immediately ke
the house =ill had mdere o offer than ourb
appeal. Center hall colonials stand side-by-side in
syberban I":l_'i;."|'||'u|r|'|u'.-|_".~ oulsicde the nation's

capital, especially on the Virginia side. Their brick facades,
colummned entries, and symmetrical detailing hark back 1o the
neoclassical architecture of the original British colonies. And
like mvost classics, the traditional stvle continues to turn heads.

Inside, however, homeowners can be a little less smifiten
Many find the historic loor plan, with its small, boxy rooms on
either sade of the central staircase, wo tight and dosed-in for the
esdern family. Eventually most opt to remodiel, bosing walls for
larger, more open spaces. In the progess, though, they risk los-

ing the home's trse character, too.




THE CLEVER CORRIDOR

These owners weren't willing to take that risk
Dietermumed to stay true to their house, the couple turned w
GTM Archatects, Inc. in Bethesda, Maryland. George Myers,
President of the firmy, already knew plenty about the short-
comings of colonials from former cdients. He also shared the
owners' desine to maintain the home's dharm and crafts
manship,

“We really started out by following that old rule—the
one about doing no harm,” Myers s modestly, “The orig-
inal hiouse's proportions were just perfect. We didn’t want to
do anything to mess that up.”

To bring the 5,200-squarc-foot howse up o present-day
standards, Myers and his chients began with the two biggest
InbETsoT p:l':ﬂl-]-rl'lh: the bsck of a r'.1|1'|i|.1_.' o downstairs and
twi bedrooms upstairs (one on each side of the staircase or
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R '[: PEJQ\T:‘J wing of the house) that vou couldn't get
1Tq E L F o without going I:I1nn|1:|1 an adpoining
- bedroom and connecting athrosom.
Myers’ creative solution was a 4'f:-
foot wide hallway that runs the width

of the house on floors one amnd Ewo,

The clever corridor provides entry into cach of four second-floor bed-

rooms. Downstairs—where it doubles as an elegant |:',J||-='r':-' sprace—ihe
heal by Jrro ide= transition bebween the home's |.'\.|~\.Ii:||._u ros0ams. andd its
sizable addition off the back,

LIPDATED SPACES

From the front door to the gallery, the more formal, characteristic
rooms kept their original size and shape. The walls remained in place,
though openings between rooms did get slightly wider w allow for a more
opeen feed

The exmting rooms also received a fresh coat of paimt—and then
some, Bob Klecker of Spectrum Contractors first scrapped and replaced
all the drywall, hardwood floors, and trim., The windows, plumbing, and
electric ane new, oo,

“We upgraded the trim throughout,” says Klecker, the Gaithersburg,
Marvland, builder who completed a renovation of the owners' previous
harme. “As the scale of the house grew, we knew it could stand up o heav-
ier millwork.” The pronounced mokdings, decorative arches, and custom
built-ins were all made on ste and in keeping with the onginal architec
fural 1|!¢'||.'.

Julie Beatty of The Grande Finale worked closely with the homeown-
ers o chose the softer trim—everything from wall coverings to Babrics to
window treatments. “With four kids and a dog, creating a calm, peacetul
home was important to my clients,” says the Arlington, Virginia-based
interior -:1|,-.ir_|1|_'r.






Playing off the home's architectural
'\1'|-'I:III:II.:"‘|T:|' h.,'llm:l .|-,'|'||.qﬂ.'4_' 1|1,_|.1 |,'-I'||'II|-|:I\T|;-
able setting. "The couple would abwinys
tiemd towward warm, balanced colors with a
short palette of intensity.” Sticking with
pale to golden wvellows, soft greens and
Fli.lhl:'-...l md ocensional oranges or blues for
syl o lends the howse 3 senwe of con-
tinaity a5 you walk fram room o moom
and from ald 1o new. “The style of the
rocimis is symnmetrical, too,” Beatty adds.
“Mone of the rooms is (oo formal or too
casaal,”

Beatty teamed up with Lods
Kennedy of Portfolic Kitchens when it
came time to tackle the kitchen. The
Yienna, Yirginia-based kitchen designer
recommended a total overhaul. The
reconfigured space—a combination of
existing and new square foslage—now
adjoins a pantry, breakfast room, and
study. Though equipped with the most
modern conveniences, furniture-style
cabinets, oak floors, and integrated
appliances give the kitchen an old-
world, traditional look.

MODERN
AMENITIES

“When we came up with the gallery
iden, the rest af the sddition fell into
place,” Myers recalls "It created another
spine of the house”™ The “rest” of the
mddition, as Myers puts it, lies on the

I T | . Ry e | Thee mashor bedroom and hath suile is
A complebely new construction (shaded
yellow) located across from the home's
exigling Bedrooms.
| — i -
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= floor plan more
ubtly opens up.

v roan—a must-haee bor a

couphe with four kids—; evervone a place 1o

harg oul, ) . ¥ by 29°
bumps out inte & ooz

enviable d.

With s prosimity bo the new Dwo-car

e dhor has

entrance.

ndd mudroom, the home's

the familys primary
1__.|||'|:u_'|_||,||_'||1'|!._ the i starcase, added off
the gallery, m t5 the mast use.

ITae

am for a
1 the kids’
rooms also

¢ addition m:

master bedroom swile across

ting bedrooms, Two of thos
have new bathrooms, and a sccond-story
laundry area no doubt saves steps bor the fam
ily of six.

Dhowmstairs, -foot ceilings required such
ilisther Zing
ment below the existing foundation. The
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lower level now accommeodates a
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DOUBLE-TAKE

“We agreed that mo part of the
sddition would be taller or wwxber than
thie main house,”

says Myers of his
promise o the owners. Out of respect
fior the architecture and the surrownd
() I'I.'i}.'l'll'lll"l'llllll.‘i- the L"'al"-'lfl:c'_ r'.n..l-.l-.'
wiould remain ot altention on is Lree-

lined street.

But as the addition grew, so didd the

._'I'|.|II-:_-|'|;!'.:_- of Keepang that ||r-.-|1:ix|.'.
“Haddingg thee miass of the strectune was the
trickicst part of the project,” Myers says
With Klecker's constructson expertise,
and a generous bot, the team of seasoned
pros got thie job dore.

With that problem solved, the fun
began. “We were a littke more |'-I.|'-'I||| mn
the back of the house, Myers savs e
used more windows, and the overall

design is less symmetrical.”
But Mvers didn’t have too much

fun. “¥We chose the sading, brck, ai i skt

for the roof o matc I':u.'-.l'.i:.'.ill.|| materi
als i the front.” he sayvs, "It all echoes the
eraditbomal styling of the Bgade,”

[he addition eventually topped oul
at 5,400 square feet—making the house
jast over twice Hs original size. But the
owners had no such intention. Through
out the [PIOsCESS, thiey sav, they didn't
think much about size at all. They were

Timi basy |1I.|'.||:|r|;.: thieir dream house, €

Weriely Astir Larsow i5 @ writer i B

Mirrdard, Thes is Wemdy's first contribu

it fo ChesapeakeHome,
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